CLASSIC CRIMES
in, the middle of the night* This I learned from an eye-
witness." The Senators who suffered this painful experience
were the Lord Justice-Clerk (Boyle), Lords Pitmilly, Meadow-
bank, and Mackenzie. The Lord Advocate and three Advo-
cates-Depute conducted the prosecution. Though it was a
"Poor" case, i.e. one in which there were no fees, hence com-
monly conducted by an inexperienced junior, the sporting
instincts of the Scots Bar supplied the pannels (prisoners) with
the services of some of its most distinguished members. Burke
was defended by the Dean of Faculty (Moncreiff), Patrick
Robertson, Duncan M'Neill, and David Milne; Macdougal,
by Henry Cockburn, Mark Napier, Hugh Bruce, and George
Patton* Of these, some rose to highest judicial office as Lord
President, Lord Justice-Clerk, and Lords of Session; others
achieved literary fame.
The indictment being read, counsel for the defence objected
to the accumulation of charges, and after long debate the Court
held that the three must be tried separately, allowing the
Lord Advocate to choose whichever he liked to take first. His
Lordship decided to begin with the last charge: the murder of
Mrs. Docherty; and to that the proof was accordingly re-
stricted. The effect of this course was in many ways lament-
able; but the most unfortunate result was this: of all the
sixteen murders, the only "subject" which had not been seen and
personally examined by Dr. Rnox was the one selected. Had
either of the two other charges been taken, the Doctor and his
assistants must have been called as witnesses in order to prove
the deathj and would themselves have become ccsubjects" for
cross-examination. But as a conviction, was obtained on the
third charge, the others were not gone into at all. This state
of matters was very strongly resented by the public and by the
Press, and we shall presently see the attempts that were made
to remedy it,
Certain of the neighbours having deponed to seeing the old
woman in Burke's house on Hallowe'en, David Paterson^
Dr. Knox's janitor, stated that Burke called at his house, No.
26 West Port, at midnight, that day. Witness accompanied
him by.request to his abode, where he found Macdougal and
the Hares. Burke pointed to the straw, saying "he had pro-
cured something for the Doctor/' Witness did not offer to
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